
March 20, 2020 

Dear Amherst Families, 

The purpose of this email is to inform you that the New York State Education 
Department (NYSED) has suspended all NYS Elementary- and Intermediate-Level 
State Assessments for the remainder of the school year in response to the statewide 
closures of schools and districts to prevent the spread of COVID-19. This suspension 
for the remainder of the school year applies to the following State testing programs: 

• New York State Grades 3-8 English Language Arts Tests 
• New York State Grades 3-8 Mathematics Tests 
• New York State Grade 4 Elementary-Level Science Test 
• New York State Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Science Test 
• New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) 

in Grades K-12 
• New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA) for students with severe 

cognitive disabilities in Grades 3-8 and high school 

In addition, The College Board announced Friday that Advanced Placement (AP) tests, 
scheduled to be administered in May, will be offered to students online for the 2019–20 
exam administration due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  Educator-led development 
committees are currently selecting the exam questions that will be administered in a 45-
minute online assessment. The CollegeBoard has developed free remote learning 
resources for students currently enrolled in AP classes.  More information will be 
provided to students and families by ACHS administrators and teachers about next 
steps when they are determined.  

No determination has been made by NYSED regarding June Regents exams.  When 
information becomes available we will be sure to provide you with an update. 

Finally, as a reminder, all of our buildings are closed and staff are working remotely and 
not in school at this time.  While our schools are closed I want to remind our families 
and community members that you should follow the most recent Executive Order issued 
by Governor Cuomo and avoid gathering on school grounds (playgrounds, tennis 
courts, turf field, track, etc).  

Thank you, 

Anthony Panella, Superintendent 

 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/coronavirus-updates#free-ap-classes
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/coronavirus-updates#free-ap-classes
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-new-york-state-pause-executive-order

